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The Preaching of John the Baptist / The Baptism of Jesus 
Gospel of Matthew 

. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert 
of Judea [and] saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand!”  It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he 
said:  
“A voice of one crying out in the desert, 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.’” 

John wore clothing made of camel’s hair and had a leather belt 
around his waist.  His food was locusts and wild honey.  At that 
time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around the 
Jordan were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 
the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.  

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the coming wrath?  Produce good fruit as 
evidence of your repentance.  And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’  For I tell you, God 
can raise up children to Abraham from these stones.  Even now 
the ax lies at the root of the trees.  Therefore every tree that does 
not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  I am 
baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is 
coming after me is mightier than I.  

I am not worthy to carry his sandals.  He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fan is in his hand.  He will 
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be 
baptized by him.  John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?”  Jesus said to 
him in reply, “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he allowed him.  After Jesus was baptized, 
he came up from the water and behold, the heavens were opened 
[for him], and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
[and] coming upon him.  And a voice came from the heavens, 
saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
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The Wedding at Cana 
Gospel of John 

 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there.  Jesus and his disciples were also invited 
to the wedding.  When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.”  [And] Jesus said to her, “Woman, how 
does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.”  His 
mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.”  Now there 
were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each 
holding twenty to thirty gallons.  Jesus told them, “Fill the jars with 
water.”  So they filled them to the brim.  Then he told them, “Draw 
some out now and take it to the headwaiter.”  So they took it.  And 
when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without 
knowing where it came from (although the servers who had drawn the 
water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, 
“Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have drunk 
freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now.”   
Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee and so 
revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him. 
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The Commissioning of the Twelve 
Gospel of Matthew 

 
 

Jesus sent out these twelve after instructing them thus, “Do not go 
into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan town.  Go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.  As you go, make this proclamation: 
‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’  Cure the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse lepers, drive out demons.  Without cost you have received; 
without cost you are to give. 
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The Transfiguration of Jesus 

Gospel of Luke 
 

[Jesus] took Peter, John, and James and went up the mountain to 
pray.  While he was praying his face changed in appearance and his 
clothing became dazzling white.  And behold, two men were 
conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and 
spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem.  
Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep, but 
becoming fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing 
with him.  As they were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good that we are here; let us make three tents, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  But he did not know what he 
was saying.  While he was still speaking, a cloud came and cast a 
shadow over them, and they became frightened when they entered 
the cloud.  Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my 
chosen Son; listen to him.”  After the voice had spoken, Jesus was 
found alone.  They fell silent and did not at that time tell anyone what 
they had seen. 
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The Last Supper 
Gospel of Luke 

 
When the hour came, [Jesus] took his place at table with the 
apostles.  He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I shall not eat it 
[again] until there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  Then he took 
a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and share it among 
yourselves; for I tell you [that] from this time on I shall not drink of the 
fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  Then he took the 
bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is 
my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me.”  And 
likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which will be shed for you. 


