BIDDING PRAYER 

AND

CALL TO WORSHIP

Dear people of God:  In this season of Advent it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once more the message of the angels and the prophets.

As we gather to celebrate anew the coming of the reign of God, we hear revealed the mystery of God’s loving purpose for us.  When we were far off, God met us in His Son our Lord Jesus, and brought us home; He humbled himself to take our human nature that we might share in His Divine glory.
As part of our prayer today, the Peace Light from Bethlehem will be carried in our opening procession. Each year, a child from Upper Austria fetches the light from the grotto in Bethlehem where Jesus was born and passes it on to other countries, bringing light into darkness. It was brought to St. Joseph earlier this week and after today’s prayer service will be displayed in the church lobby.
Let us then celebrate Christ’s coming with carols and hymns of praise, that our lives may be shared with His life; that we may bear witness to His glory and so bring light to those who sit in darkness.
OPENING PRAYER

Father in Heaven, our hearts desire the warmth of your love and our minds are searching for the light of your Word.  Increase our longing for Christ our Savior, our strength of will for doing good and give us the strength to grow in love, that the dawn of His coming may find us rejoicing in His presence and welcoming the light of His truth.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

Amen.
COLLECT FOLLOWING

READING I
Father of Love, through the Prophet you promised a new world where your peace will reign and the whole world will be filled with knowledge of you.  Christ is that new world, and may His coming free us from sin and renew His life within us, for He lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.
COLLECT FOR

READING II
Lord our God, help us to prepare for the coming of Christ your Son.  May He find us waiting eagerly in joyful prayer.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
COLLECT FOR

READING III
Father, you show the world the splendor of your glory in the coming of Emmanuel, born of the Virgin.  Give us the faith and love to celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
COLLECT FOR 

READING IV
Father, in your plan for our salvation your Word became Flesh, announced by an angel and born of the Virgin Mary.  May we who believe that she is the Mother of God, receive the help of her prayers.
We ask this through Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives, and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

Amen.
COLLECT FOR

READING V
Father you entrusted our Savior to the care of Saint Joseph.  By the help of his prayers may your Church continue to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, who lives, and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

Amen.
COLLECT FOR

READING VI
All powerful God, help your people to walk the path to Salvation.  By following the teachings of John the Baptist, may we come to your Son and may we be witnesses to the world the faith and Gospel we profess.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
INTERCESSIONS:
To Christ the Lord who was born of the Virgin Mary, let us pray with joyful hearts: 

Our response is; Come, Lord Jesus!
1. Lord Jesus, in the mystery of your Incarnation, you revealed your glory to the world, give us new life by your coming, we pray to the Lord.  R/.

2. You have taken our weakness upon yourself grant us your mercy, we pray to the Lord.  R/.

3. You redeemed the world from sin by your first coming in humility, free us from all guilt when you come again in glory, we pray to the Lord.   R/.

4. You live and rule over all, in your goodness bring us to our eternal inheritance, we pray to the Lord.  R/.

5. You allow the joys of both your comings to be told by your Church, may we receive you with eager devotion, we pray to the Lord.     R/.

6. You sit at the right hand of the Father gladden the souls of our departed brothers and sisters with the glory of your light, we pray to the Lord.   R/.

Joining all of our prayers together, and longing for the coming of God’s Kingdom we now pray the words our Savior taught us.  Our Father…

Let us share with each other a sign of peace!

CLOSING PRAYER

Come Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people who trust in your love. Increase our Faith, so that like Mary and Joseph, we may hear your word, and by your coming raise us to the joy of your Kingdom, where you live and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.



Amen.
OPTIONAL: Comments / thanks by presider and/or pastor

FINAL 
BLESSING
The Lord be with you…

Bow Your Heads and Pray for God’s Blessing…

You believe that the Son of God once came to us; and you look for Him to come again.  May His coming bring you the light of His holiness and His blessing bring you freedom.    Amen.

May God make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and untiring in love all the days of your lives.  Amen.

You rejoice that our Redeemer came to live with us as one of us.  When He comes again in glory, may He reward you with endless life.    Amen.
May almighty God bless you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                   Amen.

Go now in the peace of Christ, to love and serve the Lord.              (Thanks be to God.)
