Universal Prayer
Presider:  Loving God we come before you with many needs but tonight our focus is the pain that we hold in our hearts.  We ask you to look upon us in your great love and to give us your peace.

1. We pray for all who share the gift of Baptism, that we will always know in our hearts that we are God’s beloved children.  We pray to the Lord.
2. We pray for victims of sexual abuse by clergy or other ministers of the church, that they will find healing for their hearts and souls.  We pray to the Lord.
3. We pray for those who have been mistreated by Catholic school teachers in any way, that through the love of Jesus they will be able to heal and go forward in life.  We pray to the Lord.
4. We pray for those who have not been welcomed in love by any church employee, that they will have other experiences of God’s love in their lives.  We pray to the Lord.
5. We pray for anyone who has come to church looking for peace and found judgment or an unwelcome environment instead.  We pray to the Lord.
6. We pray for all who are alienated by attitudes of judgment because of their language, nationality, orientation or even their style of dress, that they may know the truth of God’s love even when member of the church have been unable to express that love.  We pray to the Lord.
7. We pray in sorrow for the scandal of division among the different denominations of the church and we ask for healing and reconciliation.  We pray to the Lord.
8. We pray in sorrow for the reality of the clergy sex abuse scandal and the years of cover-up that allowed people to live and die in tremendous pain.  We ask your forgiveness Lord and ask you to guide your church in appropriate penance.  We pray to the Lord.
9. The priests, deacons, staff and ministers of St Joseph parish and school pray in sorrow and contrition for any time we may have been the cause of pain for anyone in our community.  We pray to the Lord.
10. We pray that we may all be able to receive and give forgiveness for any wounds we have inflicted or experienced by ministers of the church, and that we may all be able to walk forward together in Christ’s peace.  We pray to the Lord.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Loving God, we trust in your unconditional love which we call mercy. Teach us to be ministers of mercy for one another on a daily basis.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
