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THE GOD OF SECOND CHANCES
Tune: BEGINNING

9.6.8.5
Words and Music by

David Haas

For all who long to start over, to begin again.
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Background  and  Liturgical  Use: This  is  a  hymn  of  both  personal  and  communal  self-inventory, 
calling  for  reconciliation  and  renewal.  It  could  be  used  during  celebrations  of  the  Eucharist,  for 
communal celebrations of  reconciliation and healing,  or  as a  Lenten call  to repentance.  In addition, 
“The  God  of  Second  Chances”  would  also  enhance  the  Rite  of  Christian  Initiation  of  Adults, 
highlighting the lectionary conversion stories that are at the center of the scrutinies during Lent.

Performance: There is a wide range of possibilities for the performance of this piece—from a unison 
hymn  with  simple  instrumental  accompaniment  to  a  more  developed  presentation  with  choir  and 
other  instruments  (as demonstrated on the  recording).  Regardless  of  the forces  used,  a  steady pulse 
and clear diction must be employed. Keyboard accompaniment (whether piano or organ) is essential 
for the performance of this piece.
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