St. Joseph Easter Vigil Customary

2017
The Sanctuary Area

· Candles are on altar, unlit.
· One small candle is left at the presider’s, deacon’s and thurifer’s chairs
· Two standing candle are in their usual place, unlit.
· The Missal is placed on the table, with 7 ciboria, 5 chalices, 5 purificators
· Set up table near font
· 2 baptismal candles for the newly-initiated
· Ceremonial candle lighter is placed on the paschal stand.
· Place wipes on table (if we have them)
· baptismal shell.
· Towels for drying neophytes
· X containers for baptismal water with X aspergillia
· The key for the ambry is in place
· The key for the tabernacle is in place with the door opened.
· Hymnals are at chairs for all ministers.
· The lectionary (or equivalent) is placed on the ambo. Set readings.  Small lights are in place.
· Altar is clothed with full white cloth.  The Gospel book is placed on it.
· The Paschal Candle stand is set in the usual place
· Incense stand behind tabernacle
· The processional cross is in its stand
The Nave

· First pew on left is reserved for the elect and sponsors.  Also, first row on right is reserved for readers.
· The pool has been filled with warm water.

· The Easter fire stand (brazier) is set in front of the church.
· The gift table is set behind the last long pew on the left side (facing altar)
· A table for items needed for the light service is set in the narthex:  Large candles for each server who will be lighting vigil candles; one large candle for presider to light paschal candle; matches and lighter; grains of incense for the Paschal candle are already set in place; censer with charcoal, boat with incense; white ceremonial binder with Easter Vigil Customary; Flashlight. Paschal Candle, checked for fit in base and follower. Follower for Paschal candle.
· Votive stands are unplugged, and signs noting the fact are placed on them.
The Ministers

· The priests, deacons, and servers are gathered and ready at the entrance at least 10 minutes before the start time.

Announcements to the Assembly 

At 7:25 Mike Keller will make announcement

To Visitors:

· Welcome

· Join in prayer

· No photos – there will be time after

To all:

· Care with candles, especially if children are holding them

· Care not to drip wax

· Silence any electronic devices

LIGHTING INSTRUCTIONS
BEFORE MASS:

· All lights out except:

· Lobby light near inner glass doors (if other entry lights are on, be sure to turn off after the announcement is made).
· Be sure to votive lights are unplugged
AFTER OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT:

· All lights out, including lobby

AFTER EASTER PROCLAMATION IS FINISHED:

· One or two lights by ambo

DURING GLORIA:

· All lights lighted

The Service of Light

Before the start, the charcoal is lighted.
At start time, all lights are turned off and the ministers take their places near the fire stand. 

· The presiding priest stands to the left of the fire (facing altar) with the concelebrants and deacon of the Word in front of him.  Book Bearer stands in front of him holding the binder, taking care not to block the view of the fire.
· The minister with the Paschal candle takes it and stands on the right side of the fire, with candle resting on the floor.  
When the ministers are in place around the fire, the presider calls the assembly’s attention to the church doors, asking them to remain seated.

Blessing of Fire and Lighting of Paschal Candle

Presider:

Dear brothers and sisters, on this most sacred night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, the Church calls upon her sons and daughters, scattered throughout the world, to come together to watch and pray.

If we keep the memorial of the Lord’s paschal solemnity in this way, listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries, then we shall have the sure hope of sharing his triumph over death and living with him in God.

Let us pray.

O God, who through your Son bestowed upon the faithful the fire of your glory, sanctify ✠ this new fire, we pray, and grant that, by these paschal celebrations, we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires, that with minds made pure we may attain festivities of unending splendor.

Through Christ our Lord.       Amen.
Preparation of the Paschal Candle

The minister with the Paschal Candle lifts it and holds it aloft, moving in front of the fire and facing the presider.

Presider:
1.Christ yesterday and today (tracing vertical arm)
2.the beginning and the End  (the horizontal arm)
3.the Alpha


(alpha, above the cross)
4.and the Omega
(omega, below the cross)
5.All time belongs to him
(“2” in upper left corner)
6.and all the ages
(“0” in upper right corner)
7.To him be glory and power (“X” in lower left corner)
8.through every age and forever(“X” in lower right corner)

Amen.

Presider:

1. By his holy
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2. and glorious wounds,


3. may Christ our Lord


4     2
5

4. guard us

5. and protect us.     Amen.
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Presider:


May the light of Christ rising in glory


dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

A candle is handed to the presider.  The presider lights the Paschal candle from the Easter fire.  The priest extinguishes the candle and gives it back.   He invites the assembly to stand if not already standing.

Procession

As instrumental music begins, the procession assembles to the left side of the font.  All servers, with the exception of the thurifer have large candles: Others, not holding anything else, have vigil candles

Minister with the Paschal candle

Server with censer

Servers in pairs (Book Bearer)

Deacons

Concelebrants

Presider with binder

When the procession is assembled, all move to through the glass doors to the entrance of the nave and the candle-bearer raises the Paschal Candle.  A cantor sings and the assembly responds:  

Cantor:
Lumen Christi!  Light of Christ!

All:

Deo gratias!  Thanks be to God!

The procession moves to the center of the church.  When he reaches the center of the church, he stops and raises the candle again.  A cantor sings and the assembly responds:


Cantor:
Lumen Christi!  Light of Christ!

All:

Deo gratias!  Thanks be to God!

The candle-bearer lowers the candle, and all in procession with candles light their candles from it. Those assigned go throughout the church to light the candles of the assembly.  The candle-bearer then raises it again, and walks slowly to the foot of the sanctuary steps.

When he reaches the steps, he goes up to the altar platform, then turns and faces the assembly.  The other ministers continue to move to their places.  They do not reverence the altar.  When the candles of those in the assembly are all lit, the servers go to their places, the presider stands near the deacon with the thurifer, the concelebrants go to the chairs.

When the other ministers have gone to their places, the candle-bearer once again raises the candle.  A cantor sings and the assembly responds:

Cantor:
Lumen Christi!  Light of Christ!

All:

Deo gratias!  Thanks be to God!

The candle-bearer takes the Paschal Candle to its stand and places it in the stand.  When the candle is secure in its stand, the candle-bearer goes to be with the other ministers.  

Thurifer approaches with the censer and incense.  The presider incenses the Paschal Candle.  When done, both go to their places, with the thurifer putting the censer on its stand.

The cantor enters the sanctuary and proclaims the Exsultet.

Easter Proclamation

When the proclamation is finished, the cantor leaves the sanctuary

Presider (From the chair, in these or similar words):


Dear brothers and sisters, now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, let us listen with quiet hearts to the word of God.  Let us meditate on how God in times past saved his people and in these, the last days, has sent us his Son as our Redeemer.  Let us pray that our God may complete this paschal work of salvation

by the fullness of redemption.



Please be seated, and carefully extinguish your candles.
Liturgy of the Word

· The reader comes to the foot of the altar, bows, and ascends the front steps to the Ambo.  

First Reading:

Genesis 1:1-2:2

The responsory is sung (We praise you, o Lord), which is led into after reading.

The presider asks all to rise. 

Presider:
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, who are wonderful in the ordering of all your works, may those you have redeemed understand that there exists nothing more marvelous than the world’s creation in the beginning except that, at the end of the ages, Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.  Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
  Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer, all are seated.  The reader for the second reading comes to the foot of the altar, bows, and goes to the Ambo. 

Second Reading:

Exodus 14
The responsory is sung as part of the reading.

The presider asks all to rise. 

Presider:
Let us pray.

O God, whose ancient wonders remain undimmed
 in splendor even in our day, for what you once bestowed on a single people, freeing them from Pharaoh’s persecution by the power of your right hand, now you bring about as the salvation of the nations through the waters of rebirth, grant, we pray, that the whole world may become children of Abraham and inherit the dignity of Israel’s birthright.  Through Christ our Lord.     Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer, all are seatedThe reader for the third reading comes to the foot of the altar, bows, and goes to the Ambo.  

Third  Reading:

Isaiah 55:1-11
The responsory is sung

The presider asks all to rise.

Presider:
Let us pray.

Almighty, ever-living God, sole hope of the world, who by the preaching of your Prophets unveiled the mysteries of this present age, graciously increase the longing of your people, for only at the prompting of your grace do the faithful progress in any kind of virtue.  Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Fourth  Reading:

Baruch 3:9-15, 31-4:4
The responsory is sung

The presider asks all to rise.

Presider:
Let us pray.
O, God, who constantly increase your Church by your call to the nations, graciously grant to those you wash clean in the waters of Baptism the assurance of your unfailing protection. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
At the conclusion of the prayer, all remain standing as the Gloria is sung.

As the Gloria is sung, the assigned server, lights the ceremonial candle-lighters from the Paschal candle, who then lights the altar candles, and the candles for the gospel procession.

As this is being done, all the lights in the church are turned on.

At the conclusion of the Gloria, the presider prays:

Presider:
Let us pray.

O God, who make this most sacred night radiant with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, so that, renewed in body and mind, we may render you undivided service.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.        
All are seated.

As all are being seated, the reader for the Epistle approaches the sanctuary, bows, and ascends the ambo.  

Epistle:

Romans 6:3-11

At the conclusion of the reading, the reader returns to the foot of the altar, bows and returns to the proper place.  Servers 1 and 2take the candles from their stands, then move in front of the altar, as is normally done for the gospel procession.

When the presider stands, the Gospel Acclamation, begins and all stand.

· The Deacon of the Word approaches the presider for the blessing

· He then takes the Book of the Gospels from the altar, shows it to the people, and goes to the ambo.  

· When the acclamation is finished, he proclaims the Easter Gospel to the assembly.

Gospel

Homily

Liturgy of Baptism

Invitation to Prayer

At the conclusion of the homily, the presider (holding the binder), invites the assembly to remain seated as the saints of God are invoked and the elect are led to the baptismal font.

Presider: Dearly beloved, with one heart and one soul, let us by our prayers come to the aid of these our sisters in their blessed hope, so that, as they approach the font of rebirth, the almighty Father may bestow on them all his merciful help.

The candle-bearer, assisted by the presider or deacon, removes the Paschal Candle from its stand.  

The presider, concelebrants, and Book Bearer stand by the font.

Litany of the Saints

The litany of the saints begins as the elect and their godparents join the others by the font font. 
When the litany is concluded the water is blessed.

Blessing of the Water
Presider:
O God, who by invisible power accomplish a wondrous effect through sacramental signs and who in many ways have prepared water, your creation, to show forth the grace of Baptism;  



all sing:  Rain down…

O God, whose Spirit in the first moments of the world’s creation hovered over the waters, so that the very substance of water would even then take to itself the power to sanctify;



all sing:  Rain down…

O God, who be the outpouring of the flood foreshadowed regeneration, so that from the mystery of one and the same element of water would come an end to vice and a beginning of virtue;



all sing:  Rain down…

O God, who caused the children of Abraham to pass dry-shod through the Red Sea, so that the chosen people, set free from slavery to Pharaoh, would prefigure the people of the baptized;



all sing:  Rain down…
O God, whose Son, baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan, was anointed with the Holy Spirit, and, as he hung upon the Cross, gave forth water from his side along with blood, and after his Resurrection commanded his disciples: “Go forth, teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” look now, we pray, upon the face of your Church and graciously unseal for her the fountain of Baptism.



all sing:  Rain down…

May this water receive by the Holy Spirit the grace of your Only Begotten Son, so that human nature, created in your image and washed clean through the Sacrament of Baptism from all the squalor of the life of old, may be found worthy to rise to the life of newborn children through water and the Holy Spirit.



all sing:  Rain down…

As the acclamation is sung, the candle-bearer plunges the candle into the font three times, and holds it there.

May the power of the Holy Spirit, O Lord we pray come down through your Son into the fullness of this font, 

and, holding the candle in the water, he continues

so that all who have been buried with Christ by Baptism into death may rise again to life with him.  

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.         Amen.

Then the candle is lifted out of the water, as the people acclaim:



all sing:  We shall draw water joyfully….

As the acclamation is sung and the music concludes, the candle-bearer, removes the candle from the font and rests it on the ground.

The presider turns to the elect and questions them (in group)

Renunciation of Sin

Presider (to all at once):

Elect of God, do you renounce sin, so as to live in the freedom of the children of God?


Elect (loudly and firmly):

I do!

Presider:
Do you renounce the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery over you?


Elect (loudly and firmly):

I do!

Presider:
Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin?


Elect (loudly and firmly):

I do!

Profession of Faith and Baptism

At the font, the presider questions the person:

Presider:
[Name], do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?


Response: (loudly and firmly:)

I do!



Presider:
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father?

Response: (loudly and firmly:)

I do!



Presider:
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,



and life ever lasting?



Response: (loudly and firmly:)

I do!


Presider (pouring a lavish amount of water each time:)  


[Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.




Cantor: Alleluia!

An acclamation is sung by all as the sponsor dries the newly baptized with a towel.  Baptismal garment is put on in music room.
This is repeated for each Elect who is to be baptized.

Renewal of Baptismal Promises

Presider:
Dear brothers and sisters, through the Paschal Mystery we have been buried with Christ in Baptism, so that we may walk with him in newness of life.  And so now that our Lenten observance is concluded, let us renew the promises of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and his works and promised to serve God in the holy Catholic Church.  


Please stand:
Music is played as assigned servers light vigil candles from the Paschal Candle.  They go to their assigned stations as they did before to light the candles of the assembly.  The servers, after lighting all candles, go to their places. The Paschal Candle is put in its stand.
When all candles are re-lit, the presider begins the renunciation of sin and profession of faith (standing by the font).



And so I ask you:

Presider:
Do you renounce sin, so as to live in the freedom of the children of God?

All:
I do!

Presider:
Do you renounce the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery over you?

All:
I do!

Presider:
Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin?

All:
I do!

Presider:
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?


All:
I do!

Presider:
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father?

All:
I do!

Presider:
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,



and life ever lasting?



All:
I do!

Music begins as the clergy take the containers, and dip them in the font to fill them.  The presider walks up the center aisle, and the others each take a side aisle, sprinkling the assembly liberally with the baptismal water. When they reach the front of the nave, the containers and aspergillia are placed out of the way.

Presider: Please be seated.

The neophytes, vested in their baptismal garments, line up on the floor in front of the steps with their godparents behind them for the prayer concluding the renewal of baptism.  Book Bearer meets the presider to hold the binder.

Presider:
And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins, keep us by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, for eternal life.    
      Amen.

Explanatory Rites

The Book Bearer meets the presider who has the binder at the front of the altar.

Presider:
My dear friends,



you have become a new creation



and have clothed yourselves in Christ.

You have received this baptismal garment; bring it unstained to the judgment seat of our Lord Jesus Christ, 



so that you may have everlasting life.


Neophytes:  
Amen!

A minister brings a baptismal candle for each neophyte into the sanctuary near the Paschal Candle as the presider goes to the candle.  

The minister hands each candle to the presider; he takes the light from the Paschal candle.   and gives the lighted candle to the godparent as s/he steps forward to receive it.  The godparent presents the baptismal candle to the neophyte and returns to his/her place on the floor behind the neophyte.  The presider moves back into place and says:

Presider:
You have been enlightened by Christ.



Walk always as a child of the light

and keep the flame of faith alive in your heart. When the Lord comes, may you go out to meet him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.


Neophytes:  
Amen!

A minister leads the neophytes and godparents to his/her place.  The presider and Book Bearer remain in place.

Celebration of Confirmation 

The presider and the Book Bearer stay in the center of the sanctuary.
The concelebrants now join the presider.  When they are in place, the presider addresses the candidates for Confirmation:

Presider:
My dear candidates for confirmation, by your baptism you have been born again in Christ and you have become members of Christ and of his priestly people. Now you are to share in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit among us, the Spirit sent by the Lord upon his apostles at Pentecost and given by them and their successors to the baptized. The promised strength of the Holy Spirit, which you are to receive, will make you more like Christ and help you to be witnesses to his suffering, death and resurrection.  It will strengthen you to be active members of the Church and to build up the Body of Christ in faith and love.

The presider and concelebrants hold their hands outstretched over the group, each facing in one direction.  As the Veni sancte spiritus is sung very softly, the presider prays:

Presider:
All powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by water and the Holy Spirit you freed your daughters from sin and gave them new life. Send your Holy Spirit upon them to be their helper and guide. Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgment and courage, the spirit of knowledge and reverence. Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe in your presence. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Book Bearer goes to his/her place leaving the binder on the presider’s chair.

As the Veni sancte spiritus intensifies, the deacon goes to the ambry and gets the vessel of sacred chrism and brings it to the presider.  The singing gets much softer, and the concelebrants stand back as the presider goes to each candidate.  Asking the sponsor or candidate for the name, he confirms each person in turn.

Presider:
[Name], be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Newly confirmed:  
Amen!

Presider:
Peace be with you.


Newly confirmed:
and with your spirit.

When he is finished, the singing concludes, and he invites the newly-confirmed to turn toward the assembly, and invites the assembly to express their approval.  An acclamation is sung.  As this is done, the newly-confirmed and sponsors take their seats.

Instrumental music is played as the presider goes to the credence table to wash his hands, the deacon places the vessel with sacred chrism into the ambry, and the deacon of the Word prepares to lead the General Intercessions.

The music ends when he presider and deacon of the Word take their places at the chair and ambo for the intercessions.

General Intercessions

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation and Presentation of Gifts

The collection is taken.

Cross Bearer, leads assigned servers carrying candles to the gifts table, followed by the neophytes.  Cross bearer waits until presider is ready and then leads servers and the neophytes selected to bring up the gifts, to the altar.

Prayer over the Gifts

Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamations

The Lord’s Prayer

Rite of Peace

Fraction Rite

Holy Communion

Prayer After Communion

Solemn Blessing and Dismissal
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