Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Cantor reviews music with assembly.
Lector reads introduction.
Processional Song
(Priest and Deacon enter during song.)
Sign of the Cross and Greeting
Priest’s introductory comments
Priest’s comments on reception of oils
(The Deacon moves to oils table.)
Dear Friends, we are gathered together on this holy night to begin the Easter Triduum. United with the Church throughout the world, we commemorate the suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We begin as he did; at the Passover table of the Last Supper.
On Tuesday, Bishop Barres, united with the priests and people of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, consecrated the holy chrism and blessed the oils for use in the anointing of the sick and in the preparation of catechumens for Baptism. 
Tonight we receive the chrism and the holy oils, which we will use in the celebration of the sacraments. By means of these powerful symbols, the crucified and risen Savior will continue in our midst the work he began at his death and resurrection; forgiveness, healing, new life.


Reception of the Holy Oils
 4. (pp, adapt.)  The vessels of oil are placed on a table which has been prepared for them in the sanctuary. The Priest may incense the Oils after he has incensed the altar.
5.  After the Greeting of the Mass the Priest may briefly explain the significance of the blessing of the Oils and their use. 
The oils are placed on a table near the repository before Mass begins.

Deacon Ed raises the Oil of the Sick.
Fr. Vitus says:   
Oil of the Sick
This Oil of the Sick has been blessed by our Bishop
for the healing of body, mind, and soul.
May the sick, who are anointed with it,
experience the compassion of Christ and his saving love.
Deacon Ed places the oil in the repository.

Deacon raises the Oil of Catechumens.
Fr. Vitus says:   
Oil of Catechumens
This Oil of Catechumens has been blessed by our Bishop
for the anointing of those preparing for Baptism.
Through this anointing they are strengthened by Christ
to resist the power of Satan and reject evil in all its forms,
as they prepare for the saving waters of Baptism.
Deacon Ed places the oil in the repository.

Deacon raises the Holy Chrism.
Fr. Vitus says:   
Holy Chrism
This holy Chrism, a mixture of olive oil and perfume,
has been consecrated by our Bishop and the Priests of our Diocese.
It will be used to anoint infants after Baptism,
those who are to be confirmed,
Bishops and Priests at their Ordination,
and altars and churches at the time of their dedication.
Deacon Ed places the oil in the repository.
Deacon Ed returns to his place for the Penitential Act.

Penitential Act
Gloria in Excelcis
7. (pp, adapt.) The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is sung. While the hymn is being sung, bells are rung… They remain silent until the Gloria in excelsis of the Easter Vigil.
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8. Collect
O God, who have called us to participate
in this most sacred Supper,
in which your Only Begotten Son,
when about to hand himself over to death,
entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity,
the banquet of his love,
grant, we pray,
that we may draw from so great a mystery,
the fullness of charity and of life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

First Reading – English
Responsorial Psalm – Bilingual
Second Reading – Spanish
Gospel Acclamation
Gospel / Homily

9. After the proclamation of the Gospel, the Priest gives a homily in which light is shed on the principal mysteries that are commemorated in this Mass, namely, the institution of the Holy Eucharist and of the priestly Order, and the commandment of the Lord concerning fraternal charity.

13.(pp, adapt.) The Priest returns to the chair, and from there he directs the Universal Prayer.   The Creed is not said.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

15. Prayer over the Offerings
Grant us, O Lord, we pray,
that we may participate worthily in these mysteries,
for whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is celebrated
the work of our redemption is accomplished.
Through Christ our Lord.


The Eucharistic Prayer
(Use the Roman Missal for this.)


33. At an appropriate moment during Communion, the Priest entrusts the Eucharist from the table of the altar to Deacons or acolytes or other extraordinary ministers, so that afterwards it may be brought to the sick who are to receive Holy Communion at home.

35. After the distribution of Communion, a ciborium with hosts for Communion on the following day is left on the altar.
The Priest, standing at the chair, says the Prayer after Communion.

36. Prayer after Communion
Grant, almighty God,
that, just as we are renewed
by the Supper of your Son in this present age,
so we may enjoy his banquet for all eternity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

The Transfer of the Most Blessed Sacrament

37. After the Prayer after Communion, the Priest puts incense in the thurible while standing, blesses it and then, kneeling, incenses the Blessed Sacrament three times. Then, having put on a white humeral veil, he rises, takes the ciborium, and covers it with the ends of the veil.
38. A procession is formed in which the Blessed Sacrament, accompanied by torches and incense, is carried through the church to a place of repose prepared in a part of the church or in a chapel suitably decorated. A lay minister with a cross, standing between two other ministers with lighted candles leads off. Others carrying lighted candles follow. Before the Priest carrying the Blessed Sacrament comes the thurifer with a smoking thurible. Meanwhile, the hymn Pange, lingua (exclusive of the last two stanzas) or another eucharistic chant is sung.
39. When the procession reaches the place of repose, the Priest, with the help of the Deacon if necessary, places the ciborium in the tabernacle, the door of which remains open. Then he puts incense in the thurible and, kneeling, incenses the Blessed Sacrament, while Tantum ergo Sacramentum or another eucharistic chant is sung. Then the Deacon or the Priest himself places the Sacrament in the tabernacle and closes the door.
40. After a period of adoration in silence, the Priest and ministers genuflect and return to the sacristy.
41. At an appropriate time, the altar is stripped and, if possible, the crosses are removed from the church. It is expedient that any crosses which remain in the church be veiled.
42. Vespers (Evening Prayer) is not celebrated by those who have attended the Mass of the Lord’s Supper.
43. The faithful are invited to continue adoration before the Blessed Sacrament for a suitable length of time during the night, according to local circumstances, but after midnight the adoration should take place without solemnity.

The Eucharist will be reposed to the vault at 10:00 pm.
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