Advent Wreath Candle Ritual 2023

WEEK ONE: HOPE (December 3)
Introduction: (to be read by Mike Keller)
The first candle on the Advent wreath symbolizes hope.  Hope, along with faith and love, is one of the three great virtues.  Advent is a good time to do small acts of kindness and generosity that bring hope to others. Let’s say together the prayer on the video screen.

PRAYER (on video screen to be read by all those attending mass)
Loving God, help us begin Advent well.  This week we especially ask for the gift of hope.  Help us to share our hope with all those we meet.  We ask this in Jesus' name.  Amen


WEEK TWO: LOVE (December 10)
Introduction: (to be read by Mike Keller)
During the second week of Advent, we reflect on God's great love for us.  When we love others, we want to do what is best for them.  We want their happiness just as we want our own.  As St. John reminds us, God is love. Let’s say the prayer on the video screen.

PRAYER (on video screen to be read by all those attending mass)
O God, you show us your love through the actions of those who bring joy to our lives.  May we, too, help spread your love to everyone we meet.  Amen.


WEEK THREE: JOY (December 17)
Introduction: (to be read by Mike Keller)
The pink candle on the Advent wreath is for the third Sunday of Advent.  It represents joy.  When the angels announced Jesus' birth to the shepherds, at first the shepherds were afraid.  But their fear soon turned into rejoicing.  We, too, should be happy, for Christmas will be here soon! Let’s say the prayer on the video screen.

PRAYER (on video screen to be read by all those attending mass)
Loving Father, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of your Son, help us to be joyful and to spread our joy to those around us.  We ask this in your holy name.  Amen.


WEEK FOUR: PEACE (December 24)
Introduction: (to be read by Mike Keller)
The fourth Sunday of Advent means Christmas is nearly here! Our season of preparation is ending, and a new season of celebration begins.  This last candle on the Advent wreath reminds us that the Prince of Peace is about to be born. Let’s say the prayer on the video screen.

PRAYER (on video screen to be read by all those attending mass)
Lord Jesus, as an infant you slept in heavenly peace under the loving watch of Mary and Joseph.  Help us to be kind to one another as we seek to make our world a more peaceful place.  We ask this in your holy name.  Amen.
