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(And the Father Will Dance)
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Based on Zephaniah 3:14–17, 19–20	 Carey Landry 
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*If desired, the 1st ending and repeat may also be observed after verses 1 and 2.
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Let Us Sing and Be Glad (And the Father Will Dance)

Composer Notes
“Let Us Sing and Be Glad” uses the melody of “And the Father Will Dance,” a piece that was 
published in 1977 in the collection Abba, Father (ed. 5522).  With Rick Modlin’s insightful help, I 
matched the rhythm and notation of the original song, and I am delighted with the result.

“Let Us Sing and Be Glad” is a vibrant Easter selection that we have used for Easter Vigil, Easter 
Sunday, and liturgies during the Easter season. It can be used as a gathering song, during Presentation 
and Preparation of the Gifts, or as a recessional. We lowered the original melody one full step to 
make it even more accessible to the assembly. The song reaches its full dynamism when led by a 
choir with harmony and descant on the refrain.

“And the Father Will Dance” is a joyous song of God’s great love, based on Zephaniah 3:14–17, 
19–20, proclaiming the restoration of Zion. It can serve as a dynamic choral offering or closing song 
for celebrations of hope, God’s providence, and God’s rejoicing over his people.  It is still difficult 
for many to accept a God who “dances,” but with the spirit of joy that Pope Francis has brought to 
so many, there may be greater acceptance as we go forward. It is a delightful song for celebrations 
of joy, prayer meetings, youth gatherings and retreats, and other occasions that promote the renewal 
of God’s people.

—Carey Landry
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